SAFE HOUSING OTTAWA
A New Development for People with Environmental Sensitivities

Introduction 
We would like to introduce you to Safe Housing Ottawa Inc..  This new corporation was formed by members of EHAO for the purpose of building, owning and managing housing for people with environmental illness and Chemical Sensitivities. The Environmental Health Association continues its work to provide information about, and to assist people with, environmental health issues, while Safe Housing Ottawa focuses on housing.  
This new apartment building is being developed by the Windmill Development Group for Safe Housing Ottawa. It has received approval for funding from Action Ottawa and the Canada-Ontario Affordable Housing Program.   
The new development will be located at the east end of Regina Street adjacent to the greenspace along the Ottawa River. It is near Lincoln Fields Shopping Centre, transit and Rainbow Foods. It will have the advantages and convenience of an urban site while having clean air and access to natural green space and the river. This will be an apartment building designed for superior air quality, with elevators and underground parking. 
The building will be designed especially for people with Environmental Sensitivities.  It will be built with products which do not contain harmful chemicals and will have a mechanical system in each suite to heat and cool clean air. All scented products: perfumes, fabric softeners, cleaners, etc (including natural and essential oils) will be prohibited. Wireless technology such as internet and satellite dishes will also be disallowed.  In order to accommodate people with asthma and allergies, no pets except fish will be allowed.  
The new development will provide three safe housing opportunities: condominium ownership through Windmill Development Group and market rental or below market rental through Safe Housing Ottawa.  

At this time, we would like to update our waiting list and gain a greater understanding of our potential future residents. Therefore, we are asking you please fill in the attached questionnaire and return it to:



J.T. McFarlane, Housing Consultant



52 Leonard Avenue




Ottawa, Ont.  K1S 4V2

Thank you very much for your interest.
Name


____________________________________________________
Address 

____________________________________________________

Telephone

____________________________________________________
Are you still interested in moving to the new building?  We understand that this depends on it meeting your health needs, your finances and your personal situation at the time.

Yes I am very interested 
 
Yes I am somewhat interested

 
No I am not interested at this time, but please keep me informed about this project.

 
No I am not interested. Please remove my name from your list.  

If you are still interested please fill in the rest of this questionnaire. If you are not interested, please mail it back to us so that we may keep our records up to date. 

Part One: About you and your present circumstances

1.1. Please describe your current housing situation.




Tenure:



 Own

 Rent








 Staying with friends or family
Type of Accommodation:
 House

 Townhouse  
 

                or Semi

 Apartment

1.2. How many people in your household?

__________________________
1.3. Does your household include children?  

Yes

No

 
If “Yes”  How many and what ages:

__________________________
1.4. How many people, including the children, in your household will be living in the new building?





__________________________
1.5. How does your current housing situation affect your health?

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
Part Two  What you would like in a new apartment

2.1. What size and type of apartment would you like to have?

 
1 bedroom rental apartment 

(550 sq. ft.)
 
 1 bedroom condominium apartment 
(550 sq. ft.)


 2 bedroom rental apartment 

(750 sq. ft. ) 


 2 bedroom condominium apartment 
(850 sq. ft.)  


 2 - 3 bedroom custom condominium apartment  (1,100 – 1,400 sq.ft.).
2.2. Do you have a car and need a parking space?   
 Yes

 No
2.3. Do you need bicycle parking/bicycle storage?
 Yes

 No

2.4. Do you use a scooter or wheelchair?

 Yes

 No

2.5.  What features of an apartment are so essential that you would not even consider moving if they were not included in the design?  (These are features in addition to accommodation which meets your environmental health needs,)


________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

2.6. Other than the above, what are your three most important design features in a new apartment? What you will be looking for?  (These are features in addition to accommodation which meets your environmental health needs,) 
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

2.7. Do you have other ideas or comments about the design of the new building that you would like to share?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
Part Three:  Your Environmental Sensitivities

In order to avoid the most problematic materials, we would like to know a bit more about the materials/chemicals which cause your most severe problems. We understand that environmental sensitivities are not completely understood and that this list will not be comprehensive.  However, your answers will help us in our work

3.1. Please list on the form below the substances/conditions which cause your symptoms.  This can include man-made chemicals, natural substances such as mould or roses, or conditions such as heat, noise or electromagnetic fields. Please do not include food allergies. Also, please indicate the severity of the problem with a checkmark in the appropriate box.  
	Material
	                      Severity of Symptoms 

	
	Mild
	Moderate
	Severe
	Don’t Know

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


3.2. If you have further comments on this subject, please use the space below and on the back..
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
Part Four: About affordability and your budget

As noted above,  the building will provide ownership condominiums through the Windmill Development Group and rental apartments through Safe Housing Ottawa.  We are hoping to accommodate almost all household budgets.
Condominiums

If you wish to own your apartment,  it is expected that one bedroom apartments will start at $225,000 and two bedroom units will start at approximately $275,000.
4.1. Are you interested in purchasing a unit? 

 Yes

 No

4.2. Is this what you would expect to pay?

 Yes

 No

4.3. Is this affordable to you  



 Yes

 No

Rental Apartments

Under the rules of our funding, Safe Housing Ottawa will offer some apartments at Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation’s established Average Market Rent for one and two bedroom apartments in Ottawa and will offer some apartments at a Below Market Rent. 
Market Rents
In the fall of 2008 the average market rents in the western part of Ottawa were: 
One bedroom
$800

Two Bedroom
$949

4.4. Are you interested in a market rent unit? 
 Yes

 No
4.5. Is this rent affordable for you?


 Yes

 No

Below Market Rent

4.6 Are you interested in a below market rent unit?
 Yes

 No

Safe Housing Ottawa will endeavor to provide as many Below Market Rent units as possible. If you would like to have an apartment at below market rent, please note the following :
If you cannot afford to pay $800 per month for rent or you are receiving ODSP,  you may qualify for an apartment at below market rent.  In order to do this you will need to be on the central waiting list for a below market rent unit specifically for people with environmental illness at the Housing Registry. You can contact them by telephone at 613 526 2088,  or through their website, housingregistry.ca, to obtain the necessary forms.  Be sure to keep your listing up to date.  

Safe Housing Ottawa can provide below market rent units only to people on the Housing Registry list.

